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TOWN O F WENHAM 
Wenham Board of Health  
Joint with Board of Selectmen 
Meeting of March 25, 2021 
Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, § 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk and delivered to all 
Board members, a meeting of the Wenham Board of Health (BOH) was held Tuesday March 25 2021 at 5:45pm.  Due to the 
COVID19 Virus pandemic, and restrictions concerning in-person gatherings ordered by the Governor, this meeting took place 
virtually on Zoom. The Chair announced the meeting was being recorded and those BOH members present. 
 
The Wenham Board of Health (BOH) makes regulations as it deems necessary for the public health and safety of the Town. 
The BOH is responsible for the enforcement of State Sanitary Codes, State Environmental Codes and BOH Regulations. Areas 
of responsibility include: septic systems, housing and dwelling units, food service establishments, private wells and recreational 
camps for children.   
Board members are elected for a three-year term: Gerald Donnellan (2021); Dr. Andrew Ting, (2022); Regina Baker (2023) 
 
Board of Health (BOH) call to order -With a quorum present, Dr. Ting called the meeting to order at 5:45 pm.  
Board members present: Dr. Andrew Ting, Chair; Regina Baker; Gerald Donnellan 
Select Board present: Gary Cheeseman, Chair & Clerk 
Others present: Tom Younger, Interim Town Administrator; Jackie Bresnahan, Director of Administrative Services; Nicci 
Roebuck, Executive Assistant Town Administrator's Office; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
 
Joint Meeting with Selectman Cheeseman 
• Review, discuss, and potentially vote on preliminary Town Hall partial reopening plans 
On January 5, 2021, The Board of Health and Select Board voted to close Town Hall to the public, accessible by appointment 
only. Because Wenham has been in the lowest risk category for several weeks, and many residents have been vaccinated, the 
Board of Health discussed the best approach to reopening town hall. 
Ms. Ting noted that with 4 new positive COVID cases, she suggested going forward with caution and continue COVID 
precautions i.e. one-way traffic in town hall, face coverings, physical distancing, and hand washing.  
  
The Board considered a phased re-opening of Town Hall with staggered days and limited hours, with pre-registration available 
on the town web site for appointments during the following hours: 

• Monday & Wednesday 1-4:30pm 
• Tuesdays & Thursdays 9am-12pm 
• Fridays closed to the public  

 
The Town will work on an electronic sign in for contact tracing but also have a sign in sheet at town hall.  
This schedule will be reconsidered if the COVID positive case count continues to increase.  
 
Vote: The Board members voted unanimously by roll call to approve the phased re-opening of Town Hall to the public with the following schedule:  
Monday & Wednesday 1-4:30pm; Tuesdays & Thursdays 9am-12pm; and closed to the public on Fridays, effective Wednesday March 31, 2021. 
 
The joint meeting with Selectman Cheeseman ended. 
 
The Board of Health continued with their 6pm meeting agenda.  
• Proposal from Hamilton-Wenham Recreation and Wenham Town Hall about Covid-19 restrictions for outdoor movie 
night at Pingree Park 
Sean Timmons, Hamilton-Wenham Recreation Director spoke on the request to take advantage of the tent that will be set up 
for Town Meeting in Pingree Park to hold a movie night the evening before on April 30. 
Mr. Timmons reviewed that there would be a pre-registration for the event and covid protocols would be followed. There is 
currently a limit of 150 people for outdoor events set by the Governor.   
The Board was concerned that it be stressed for families to stay together and children not be allowed to run around. 
There was a discussion if chairs would be used and sanitized or families bring their own blankets/ chairs.  
The Board was supportive of the idea and asked for Mr. Timmons to provide them with a process/ procedure for the event.  
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• Overview regarding request for a Body Art/Tattoo Rules and Regulations for the Town of Wenham that would allow a 
local business to be permitted by the Wenham BOH for “cosmetic eyebrow tattooing”  
o Discuss potential concerns and regulations as well as what other Towns are doing  
o Discuss a public hearing date, if needed  

 
Ms. Bresnahan explained this was a preliminary step in a long process, and questioned if the Board was supportive of going 
forward and taking the next step.   
Ms. Bresnahan reviewed that a salon in town has requested the permit/ licensing to tattoo eyebrows. This is a cosmetic beauty 
treatment that falls under tattooing regulations and is under the BOH’s jurisdiction.  To permit an establishment for cosmetic 
tattooing, the town must first adopt local body art tattooing regulations. This is a long process involving research and hearings.   
Because this is a salon, the tattooing fits in within their current zoning. Ms. Bresnahan would work with the zoning office. 
 
Dr. Ting noted there is a lot of work to be done by the applicant, but generally had no initial negative feedback. Ms. Baker 
questioned the extent of the tattooing ability of the establishment to expand into full body tattooing. 
Ms. Bresnahan will continue looking at other communities that have allowed cosmetic tattooing. 
 
• Review and approval of outstanding minutes  
The minutes were held for review.  
 

Vote: The Board continued their meeting jointly with the Hamilton Board of Health at 6:30 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
3.29.21 
 


